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The Yacomaco Woodland Indians 
By Derek Chu 
 

he Yacomaco Woodland 
Indians had a special way of 
living. Their homes, called 

witchotts, were made of saplings. 
They were very, very clever. Every 
witchott had a fire pit, which the 
Yacomaco needed very much. 
Everything the Yacomaco used was 
from their natural resources.  
 
What starts with a w and ends with a t? It is a 
witchott! A witchott is the type of house the 
woodland Indians lived in. To make the basic 
structure they used saplings. They would 
bend them then tie them together with animal 
skin. After the basic structure was made, they 
used reeds and tall grass to cover the basic 
structure. The usual amount of people that 
lived in a witchott was ten to twelve. The 
purpose of witchott is storage and sleeping. 
Now you know all about a witchott. 
 
Sizzle! Sizzle! Crack! Let’s go and learn about a 
witchott fire! Inside the witchott they kept a 
fire pit that always burned. The reason they 
never put out the fire was because it was very, 
very hard for them to restart the fire. There 
was an opening above the fire so the smoke 
could escape. The purpose of a fire was to 
keep away bugs and to keep the people warm. 
A fire was very important to the Indians. 
 
Scrape! Scrape! Scratch! Who is ready to learn 
about Indian tools and clothing? Did you 
know that to make a needle the Indians used 
deer leg bone? They would split the bone into 
thin pieces, then grind them to make needles. 
Another use for a deer bone is to make hooks. 
The Indians would use a deer toe bone and 
carve a shape of a hook. Another great use 
from a deer is its skin. The Indians would use 
a shell to scrape off all of the fur. The deer 
brain oil was used to make the pelt soft and 
smooth. Deer were necessary for survival to 
the Woodland Indians.  
 

Who is ready to jump in the time machine and 
learn about the male Woodland Indian’s jobs? 
To start with, the men were responsible for 

hunting. They hunted deer, partridges, 
turkey, and squirrel. The men were also 
responsible for fishing. They caught 
oysters, fish, and crab. One thing the 
Indians did to make their fishing easier 
was to build boats. Boat making was 
mostly a job for the men, but sometimes 
the women helped scrape out the boats. 

First, they would cut little grooves around the 
tree. Then, they would wait until it rotted—
only then would they cut down the tree and 
then it would be complete. But, the most 
important job of the men was to protect their 
tribe from wild animals and barbarians. The 
men’s jobs were very critical for the survival 
of the Yacomaco.  
 
Overall, the Woodland Indians were very 
smart and clever. You have seen that as I told 
you about their witchotts and tools. They 
always used their environment cleverly for 
their needs.  
 

Sebastian Bach 
By Clarissa Xia 
 

ebastian Bach was very young when his 
father taught him to play violin. Now the 
whole Bach household played music!!! 

But the happy days of the reign of music came 
to an end. When Bach was nine, his parents 
both died, leaving him an orphan. His brother, 
Christopher, took him in and taught him to 
play charichord. A little while later, Bach was 
sent to a boarding school. He learned to play 
various instruments. He left school, and 
played music for many people. He was 
married to Anna Magdalena and settled down 
in Leipzig. He got a job composing and 
directing at a church. He taught boys during 
the day, and composed at night. Of course, 
Bach’s happy life, like all lives, must come to a 
close. He died in Leipzig in 1750, but he is not 
truly dead. His music still plays over and over 
again, bringing happiness to people 
everywhere!  

T 

S 
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Interview with Ed Bowling 
(Church Facilities Manager) 
By Class C2 (David Zhao, John Nguyen, Sean 
Nguyen, Shawn Zhao, Shawna Dougherty, 
Derek Chu and Michael Xie) 
 
How did you become the building 
manager? 
 
This is the Church my family and I go to, and 
we belong to this Church. I have two 
daughters who are 30 and 27 years old. I was 
married in this Church 37 years ago. Both of 
my daughters were married here too.  
A long time ago, I was a businessman. When I 
retired, I was asked to take on the role of a 
facilities manager at this Church.  
 
What does a building manager do? 
 
A facilities manager helps to arrange 
programs like Dragon’s World Summer Camp 
so you would have a place to come. As a 
facilities manager, I help to maintain all the 
property, fix all the problems in the Church, 
oversee all of the custodial services of the 
Church like air conditioning, oversee all of the 
contracts for the Church for things like pest 
control and fire inspections, replace any 
equipment that needs to be fixed, and take 
care of the outside of the Church to make it 
look beautiful. 
Has this Church been remodeled?  
 
The Church has been remodeled several 
times. The Church needed a new heating and 
A/C system, which cost the Church around 
$900,000. Then the Church spent another 
$800,000 on putting new ceilings and new 
lights in, re-painting 90% of the building, new 
fixtures in the bathrooms, etc.  In the three 
years, the Church has spent almost 1.75 
million dollars to remodel the building. 
 
What do you think of Dragon’s World? 
 
I love Dragon’s World. I love seeing the 
children interact with each other. Mrs. Wu has 

a very good program. I think you are all very 
lucky to be part of this program. I think very 
highly of Dragon’s World.  
 
 
Is the Church involved with community 
services?  
 
The Church is involved in service for our 
community because it is important for our 
community. There is a group called Manna 
Foods in Montgomery County and 
Washington DC that collects food for the 
hungry.  We allow Manna Foods to park their 
truck across the street once a week so people 
can go there to get food if they need it. 
The Church has also started a women’s shelter 
off of Twinbrook parkway. This is a place 
where women can go if they need shelter to 
go to. The women’s shelter is a place for them 
to live after they’ve been abused or if 
something bad has happened in their life.  It 
was started 35 years ago. 
The ministry also has a home for men that 
have had a hard time in life. It is a place for 
them to help themselves and go through a 
type of training to help them get their lives 
back together. This is a place where men can 
go if they need help getting back to a point 
where they can go live and be part of the 
community again. 
I want to make sure that all of you at Dragon’s 
World Summer Camp have a safe place to 
come and learn. 
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A Poem About Dragon’s World 
 
By Class C1 (Caden Chao, Amber Chen, 
Michelle Lei, Derek Li, Julia Wang, Jason Liu, 
Stephanie Zhang, Kevin Sun, Ava Zhou) 
 

HOORAY for Dragon’s World Chinese 
School 

We think we are really cool. 
And also… Dragon’s School Rules! 

 
Hooray for Dragon’s School girls and boys 

Sometimes we can make real noise! 
Every day we have some joys. 

 
In the morning, journal and math, 
Reading, writing, sometimes craft. 

When we do a play—a “cast”. 
 

At the “Break” there’s lots to do, 
We all love to play the “foos” 

It’s a game to win or lose 
Foosball is the game we choose! 

 
Reading books or just pretending 

We don’t like to see “break” ending 
 

BUT… 
 

We earn stickers when we’re good, 
Doing the things that we should. 
We’d earn hundreds if we could! 

 
After lunch it’s meditation 

It’s purpose is for relaxation 
Then, language from the Chinese nation. 

 
Every one loves music time! 

Singing songs with beat and rhyme. 
Ms. Lily helps us dance in line! 

 
When we learn our Chinese lesson 

Reading words and not just guessing 
Ms. Chen rewards with candy, 

Treats and stickers are just dandy! 
 

 
Class A 

 
 
 

 
Class B 

 
 
 

 
Class C1 & C2  
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Interview with John Nguyen 
By David Zhao and Michael Xie 
 
We heard that you 
went to a 
swimming 
competition last 
month, can you tell 
us what the 
competition is 
about and what 
are the results? 
 
The competition was the Eastern Zone 

swimming competition.  I finished 25
th

 out of 50 

swimmers.  I’m happy with how I placed, but not 

satisfied. 

 
When did you start to learn swimming? 
 
I started four years ago, when I was six years 

old. 

 
Was it difficult and why? 
 
When I first started swimming, it was difficult 

because I was the slowest swimmer on the team. 

  
How often do you swim and practice 
swimming? 
 
Usually very often, like six days per week. 

 
What inspired you to start swimming? 
 
When the summer Olympics began in 2008, 

everybody in my family was talking about 

Michael Phelps. In my opinion, he is the best 

swimmer in the world. So then I decided to try to 

improve my swimming skills. 

 

Is there anything that you’d like to say? 
 
When I was around eight, I did a hundred 

breaststrokes. I was against one of my friends 

named Kevin, and Kevin and I were equally 

leveled.  I really appreciate my parents’ support.  

They make a lot of effort to help me improve my 

swimming and attend competitions. 

Interview with Mrs. Codd 
By David Zhao and Shawn Zhao 
 
We know 
you have 
been a 
schoolteach
er for many 
years.  How 
do you like 
your 
students? 
 
I love my students very much.  
 

What inspired you to be a teacher? 
 
I wanted to be teacher when I was a little girl. And that 
was all I wanted to be. In fact, my mother was a 
teacher. 
 

Do you like teaching? 
 
There are so many things I love about teaching. 
Children are so full of life and energy. Their minds are 
always working with pure curiosity. It is also an 
awesome opportunity to influence the child, and I 
hope and pray that I have a wholesome impact on 
their lives.  
 

What types of community service do you 
enjoy doing? 
 
I teach third graders religion at my Church now. 
 
Do you like to do community service? Why? 

 
Yes, I do because life has been good to me, and I 
want to pass on that goodness to others.  For me, the 
older I get, the more I love. 

 
Parent’s Reflection: 

 
Hi Principal Lin, 
  
My daughter likes Mrs. Codd very much and thinks that 
she is a wonderful teacher.  Please let her know that she 
is making a difference as a teacher and as a mentor to 
her students.. 
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Interview with 
Mrs. Wu 
(Dragon’s World 
Chinese School 
Principal) 
 
By David Zhao and 
Shawn Zhao 

 
How did you become Principal of Dragon’s 
World? 
 
Our school started in 1992.  At the time, my daughter, 
Jenny, was in middle school and attending a Chinese 
school that I taught at.  My son, Tony, though, was too 
young to attend, so I was teaching him Chinese at home.  
My friends knew I was a professional Chinese teacher, so 
they started to send their children to our house to learn 
Chinese.  We soon realized that the house was simply not 
big enough to teach that many students at once, so we 
went out and rented Robert Frost Middle School, and that’s 
how the first Dragon’s World program started. 

 
How does it feel being the Principal of 
Dragon’s World? 
 
It feels wonderful, but there is a lot of responsibility that 
comes with it.  I love teaching and educating youth, and I 
love to watch young people develop and learn.  As 
principal, I am able to utilize new teaching methods to 
challenge students.  I try to adapt our programs to make 
sure that we meet the needs of each child, as everyone 
learns in a different way. That said, there is also a lot of 
responsibility involved.  I work hard at preparing the 
curriculum for our students.  More importantly, I am 
responsible for the safety of everyone at our camp, from 
the students, to the teachers and counselors.  Finally, I’d 
also like to see everyone at our camp happy and enjoying 
themselves. 

 
What is the goal of Dragon’s World? 
 
The goal of our school is to work with each student to 
develop their unique talents and abilities to the best of our 
capabilities.  We want to find a way to teach Chinese to 
youth growing up in America that would be relevant to their 
needs.  Often times, that makes our Chinese lessons a 
cultural lesson as well.  Furthermore, we believe in 
emphasizing the importance of leadership and community 
service.  Certainly, our core English and Chinese lessons 
are important, but we want youth to learn to show a sense 

of civic-mindedness.  Thus, we have taken trips to places 
like nursing homes and children’s shelters to do community 
service.  

 

What inspired you to teach? 
 
I teach Chinese language and culture.  I had always 
wanted to be a teacher.  In America, though, I realized that 
a lot of the Chinese-American youth were not that 
knowledgeable on their language and cultural background.  
For instance, some youth didn’t have a Chinese name, or 
they weren’t aware of their own heritage (such as the Mid-
Autumn Festival).  I feel like I have a responsibility to teach 
the new generation about these things.  Perhaps the most 
important thing, though, is that I feel like we have to teach 
Chinese in a way that will interest the next generation.   
Textbook Chinese lessons have their limitations in 
America, because oftentimes, it isn’t relevant to the youth 
growing up here and they don’t have a way to practice it.  
Thus, our lessons are often focused on integrating cultural 
aspects, such as utilizing Ancient Chinese poetry 唐詩吟

唱 and modern children’s songs, in an effort to interest 

students. 

 
At camp, lunch has two days of Chinese 
food, two days of pizza, and one day of 
spaghetti.  Why is it scheduled that way? 
 
For me, food is a way to represent culture, and our lunch is 
scheduled so there is a combination of Western Food and 
Chinese food.  We believe students should eat different 
types of food, and have found that, most of them, after 
being challenged to try our menu, often come to enjoy what 
they are tasting. 
 

What is the purpose of our trips to the 
nursing home? 
 
I strongly believe that students should be engaged in 
service within their communities.  Mencius once said “Take 
care of your own aged parents and young children first, 
and then extend the same care to the aged people and 
juniors in general.” (老吾老，以及人之老；幼吾幼，

以及人之幼。)  We’ve taken three trips to Collingswood 

Nursing Home this summer to put on performances for the 
seniors.  Our main goal is to provide some joy in the lives 
of the people living there while encouraging our students to 
do service by reaching out to seniors.  Giving our time is 
often more precious than anything else we can give.  By 
bringing gifts and performing our lion dance, folk dance, 
kung-fu, Chinese instruments, drums, songs, and Chinese 
poetry recitation, I believe our children are doing a great 
service in spending time with seniors.   
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Interview with Ms. Susan 
Zanner (Collingswood Nursing 
Home Activities Director) 
By Derek Chu and Shawn Zhao 
 
How many residents and staff are at 
Collingswood? Where are the residents 
from?  
 
We have about 160 residents here at 

Collingswood, and I know every single one of 

them. The seniors are from all over the world, 

but most have family in the DC area.  There are 

around 260-270 staff members. 

  

How many Chinese seniors live here? Are 
there staff members on hand that know 
Chinese? 
 
I think we have 3 Chinese seniors.  There are 

staff members that speak Chinese. The families 

will also come in sometimes to help 

communicate.  We make efforts to reach out to 

everyone here, regardless of their background, 

and thus, do a lot of cross-cultural work to make 

sure each senior here has something to do and 

enjoys their time. 

 
How long have you been working at 
Collingswood? What inspired you to work 
here? 
 
Twenty seven years!  Being so close with my 

grandparents, I was able to see what they needed 

and they were able to help me understand what 

was needed in their community. They need some 

fun. We help to enrich their lives, and to make 

their lives better.  

 

What does your job entail? 
 
Being creative. I want to think of new things to 

do with the seniors all the time. I want to bring 

the outdoors inside.  We brought a boardwalk 

here, and there will be cotton candy and more.  I 

brought horses into the building once! Eighteen 

horses were in this building. I rode each one of 

them into the building to share with the 

residents. I also brought pigs and goats into the 

nursing home. We started this back in 1987.  

I think of things to do that are different, and I set 

up programs so people can have some fun during 

the day.  

 
How much interaction do you have with 
the seniors? 
 
The whole day! I interact with the seniors all the 

time. We answer their specific needs. So, for 

example, if I find out that a resident’s favorite 

thing is chips, I need to go find chips for them. If 

they like to play baseball, then we’ve got to find 

a way to play baseball.  My job is to make the 

dreams of seniors come true.  

You can’t get a better job than that when you are 

helping people. I interact with them very 

intimately. 

 

What activities do they have? Do the 
seniors ever take trips anywhere?  
 
They have bingo, bowling, soccer, basketball, 

music, sing-along, dancing, and much more.  We 

also have word games!  The seniors take a lot of 

trips.  There are basic trips, like going out for 

lunch.  We also try to take them to do different 

things, such as going to see the DC monuments, 

seeing the Christmas lights, and picking fruit in 

an orchard.  It’s a lot of work because many of 

the seniors are in wheelchairs or disabled, but 

they love to get out, so we try to do things for 

them.  
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What do you enjoy most about your job? 
 
Meeting people. I enjoy meeting people like you.  

I enjoy learning about the people that come here 

to live. 

 
What can youth do to help at Collingswood 
Nursing Home?  
 
What you’ve done. You can be here with the 

senior residents to share your talents with us. We 

always want you here. You are excellent and 

loving, and they love to see the youth of today.  

 
How important is it for seniors to interact 
with youth? 
 
It’s almost as important as eating. They thrive on 

it. It brightens their lives to see you and that’s 

what they need at this time of their lives. They 

also like to help you! They want to help teach 

young people about their lives. I have a lady who 

is a scientist who wants to share her experiences 

with young people. Time is the most important 

thing! We want to have you here. The seniors 

like to talk to you and find out more about you. 

They want to share some experiences with you, 

like childhood, and maybe learn a song together!  

 

Is your job stressful? What do you do to 
relax? 
 

It can be, because I want to do more for them 

and I want to spend more time with them. You 

can only see 160 people so much, so it’s stressful 

when I can’t get to spend enough time with 

them. 

So, I have a house full of animals! I have 2 dogs, 

and 2 cats! The cats are 20 and 2. The dogs are 

13 and 1. I spend my time with them and with 

my family. I love to work out, to lift weights, 

and walk.  

Is there anything else you would like to 
say? 
 
I want to thank you for everything that you’ve 

done in getting to know us. It’s very important. 
Through the years, we’ve had a lot of volunteers. 

We’ve had some volunteers here that have 

started with me when they were 14. Often times, 

when they become adults, they call and tell me 

that they have picked their profession in life 

because of their experience in Collingswood. 

They become doctors and teachers because they 

loved what they did here.  Seeing what they 

could do to help was a really wonderful 

experience for them! 

 

 

REFLECTION ON 
        COLLINGSWOOD NURSING HOME 
“In the nursing home, I performed my guitar 
and I played “Let it Be” from the Beatles. I 
enjoy it and that is my favorite song. That is 
my favorite thing to do on the field trip. Then, 
I performed for the Chinese songs and 
Chinese Dance. Then, I did English songs 
“This Land is My Land” Then, I did some Kung 
Fu with Anne. In the end, I liked the 
performance and that was in session 1 and I 
wish I could go back there again. “ 
                                                  – Sean Nguyen 
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Butterfly 
By Sean Nguyen 

 
Leaves grow on big trees, 

Grass is everywhere. 
Butterflies can fly. 

Leaves fall on the ground. 
Butterflies are nice and gentle. 
Butterfly and Moth are cousins. 

They play together. 
 
 

 
 
 

Morning Bird 
By Clarissa Xia 

 
Snowflakes dance around 

Jumping, swirling to the ground 
Children play outside 

 
Heat overwhelms me 
As I open the window 

Sunshine hurts my eyes 
 

Morning bird has food 
Baby birds open their mouths 

And eat the fat worm 
 

Blue during the day 
Black and filled with stars at night 

Like a piece of cloth 
 

Haiku 
By Shawna Dougherty 

 
Salad in a bowl 

With dressing on the table 
Taunting me to eat 

 
The cherry blossoms 

Blossoming for the springtime 
White and pink flowers 

 
Clouds up in the sky 

Floating around me lightly 
Like cotton candy 

 
Flies around my food 

Shooing them away to eat 
And enjoy my food 

 
Worms squirming around 

Looking for dead things to eat 
To fertilize plants 

 
Palm trees in the breeze 
Swaying very gracefully 

Coconuts falling 
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